DOCTRINE OF THE 
SECURITY OF THE BELIEVER 

taught by Willis E. Bishop 
at Good Samaritan Village 


Prayer : Our Father, we thank You that You spoke and the worlds were 
created. You commanded and they stood fast. The sovereign God, Who in 
His will, together with His Son slain from the foundation of the 
world, planned our redemption. We're so grateful for it, even that 
while we were yet sinners Christ died for us, that whosoever may call 
upon the name of the Lord may be saved. We thank You for the joy of 
our salvation. We pray that our daily walk may be such that this joy 
will be continual, that we'll turn away from sin readily and embrace 

that which is righteous as we read it in the Word of the living God. 

Now, our Father, to this end enter into this period. May You be 
glorified through the Son and the Holy Spirit, in Jesus' precious 
name. Amen. 

Our study today is on the security of the believer. There are 

several matters we will be dealing with regarding eternal life: the 

nature of this life, the gift of this life, the assurance of this 
life, the double assurance of this life, and then some objections to 
this particular doctrine of the security of the believer. Then we'll 
have some conclusions. 

The Nature of This Life 

John 10:27,28: My sheep hear mi voice and 1 know them and they 
EpUqw tie- And 1 Stiie unto ihem eternal life , and they shall never 
perish/ n either shall eni man pi vek t h e n* an1 ai Mi hand . Mi Father 
who gave them to Me is greater than all/ and no man is able to pluck 
them ant ai Mi f a th er 's hand . I and Mi Father are One." "I give unto 
them gteynal liie." Notice that the life you and I were given when we 
received Christ as our personal Saviour is eternal. " Aionia " or 
" aionias " is a Greek word which in some cases is limited in its 
intent. You determine that by the context in which the word is used. 
In most cases it refers to the way it is translated here, the word 
"eternal." It is used clearly in the sense of everlasting or eternal. 
For example, in Romans 16:26 the "everlasting God" is this word 
’’eternal" -- God without end. Or in Revelation 20:10, they are 
"tormented day and night forever and ever." "Forever and ever" comes 
from the use of this particular word, and it is the word John uses 
here in quoting Christ, "J. gi ve unto them eternal life ." I under¬ 
stand that to mean that the life He gives us will never end. 

The Gift g£ This. Life 

"1 give g ut9 them eternal life ." This eternal life is a gift. 

If you think you have done anything to receive it, you are mistaken. 

It is a gift. In Luke 10 there is a lawyer who comes to Christ and 
asks Christ, "What must I do to inherit eternal life?" Christ ques¬ 
tions him and summarizes the commandments of the Old Testament. 
Surprisingly enough, Christ says, " This do and thou shalt live ." He 
seems to be saying to that lawyer, "If you keep the commandments of 



the Old Testament you will have eternal life." I'd like to suggest to 
you my opinion with regard to that. I think that's correct. If you 
and I could live absolutely without one mistake in our entire lifetime 
in keeping the commandments of God, we would have eternal life. When 
God put Adam and Eve into the garden without sin, had they lived per¬ 
fectly they would have earned, if I may use that word, eternal life. 
But somewhere along the way a piece of fruit (not an apple but prob¬ 
ably a fig) tempted them and they fell. 


From the Gospels we know our Lord Jesus Christ lived a sinless 
which of you convicteth Me of sin?" and no one could. Then 
just before the cross, our Lord is up north and the Scripture says, 
"and Hkea it same iime lax. Him is is received he, he Steadfastly set 
Has. 5 JLs&SLElH. 3 sit us a 1 ein. ft Again, this is iny opinion, but you think 
about it. Christ had lived a sinless life as a human being, and at 
that point He might have been received back up into Glory. Instead, 

He steadfastly set His face to go to Jerusalem. He was the sinless 
sacrifice in your place and in mine. 

So, if you can live a perfect life, keeping the ten commandments 
always, you will have everlasting life. Hypothetically that's true, 
but actually it is not true. How often we have sinned and fallen 
short of the glory of God. Therefore, God stepped in and gave us a 
gift of eternal life by what Christ did on our behalf. 

In Acts 16, the story of the Philippian jailer, you remember that 
Paul and Silas were put into jail in the inner prison in the stocks 
and sang at midnight the praises of the Lord. I always admired them 
for doing that. Then all of a sudden the earthquake comes and all the 
bonds are broken. And the Philippian jailer, because he knew that if 
anyone escaped it would cost him his life, was about to kill himself. 
Paul, somehow knowing that’s what he was about to do, said, "Do thy¬ 
self no harm, for we are all here." And the Philippian jailer came in 
and fell down and said, "What must I do? What is it necessary for me 
to do?" He thought he had to do something to earn this eternal life 
these fellows were testifying about. Paul said, "No, there isn't 
anything you need to do. It has all been done. Just believe on the 
Lord Jesus Christ, and you shall be saved." So, I repeat, if you 
think you need to do something to earn your salvation you're wrong. 

We don t do anything to earn it; therefore, we don't do anything, do 
anything, to keep it. 

Listen to what Paul says in Galatians 3, verses 2 and 3: 

"R gggivsd Z£ t hs. SBicit hx. the law EX hi ihe hearing n£ faith ?" The 
answer, of course, is "by the hearing of faith." " Then are .ye es 
iaalish, ha ying fesgun in hhs Spirit in nxa made perfect hi the flesh ?" 
The answer is. No. There is nothing you can do in the flesh to keep 

it or to perfect it, except to walk by faith. I ask myself two ques¬ 
tions: "How many good works does it take to save me?" The answer, of 

course is, keeping that law perfectly, and that I cannot do, and you 
^ either. The second is, "How many sins, then, does it take for 
me to lose eternal life?" Well, if eating a piece of fruit does it, 
if being angry in the wrong way does it, if coveting does it, who in 
the world of us can keep that salvation if it depends on what we do? 

So we're saved by grace, we're kept by grace -- it is a gift of God 
which lasts forever. 



Comment: In Mark’s Gospel, Christ said, "You're not far from 

the kingdom," but He didn't say he was saved. 

A. Thank you. In the Luke account. He said, "This do and thou 
shalt live." Incidentally, there He was quoting from the Old 
Testament, the Pentateuch, where that same principle is set 
forth before Israel. If you keep this you will live. 

Th e Assurance si This Life 

The third point -- in verse 28 it says, "they shall never per¬ 
ish." In the Greek it is very emphatic. It is remarkable that when 
Christ said this He did two things that are not evident in our English 
translation. For example, the word "never" is a double negative -- 
"oo may." If we were to translate literally, we would read that 
verse, "and I give unto them eternal life, and they shall never, never 
perish" -- a double negative. A double negative means that "this 
shall never occur." Also, in the Greek New Testament there is some¬ 
thing that practically no English translation has. The Greek Testa¬ 
ment adds "sis ton aionion " after the word "perish," that is, "for¬ 
ever." So if you translate that verse literally, you have, "and I 
give unto them eternal life and they shall never, never perish 
forever." How strong can you get? There's the assurance of that 
eternal life, and I believe what God says with regard to it. 

The Double Assurance of This Life 

The fourth point -- the double assurance of eternal life. Notice 
the last part of the verse, "Neither shall any man pluck them [or 
seize them] out of My hand." In Romans 8:38,39, Paul states, " For I 
ML B . ec§U?ded that BejthQf death age life nor angels nor principalities 
nor powers non things B.r.,e §ent nor things to come , nor height nor depth 
nor any other creation [rather than creature] shal1 be able to 
separate ns. t row 1M lave ni Gad Which is. in Christ Jesus . our Lord ." 
However different or difficult or unexpected, still comes this same 
Creator who says He's on our side and nothing shall pluck us out of 
His hand. Some say, "Yes, but I can take myself out of the Lord's 
hand." These verses of Scripture tell me that there is nothing, "any 
other creation," -- and I am a creation of God -- nothing is able to 
take us out of the hand of God. 

We have eternal life -- it is a gift -- and an assurance, a 
double negative, a double assurance, that we shall never, never perish 
forever. That, I believe, underlies the security of the believer. 

I will deal with one or two objections to the doctrine of the 
security of the believer. The first one is, "So, you're saved and it 
doesn't matter what you do because you're saved forever." "You are 
saved and it doesn't matter what you do." This is perhaps one of the 
more frequent objections to this doctrine. It does matter what we do. 
We are saved forever and it matters tremendously what we do. First of 
all, for the sake of Christ. 
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My dad was not a Christian until he was in his seventies. Our 
side porch faced within a short block and a half of a church. My dad 
would sit there on Sunday mornings in the rocking chair watching those 
people go into church and coming back out. On more than one occasion, 
though he did not fault-find continually, I would hear him say as he 
saw one particular person go into church and come out, "So that 
fellow s a Christian? He goes to church Sunday mornings but lives for 
the devil the rest of the week. Do you mean to tell me that fellow's 
a Christian?" I did not know the individual so I could not tell for 
sure ' but, I m saying to you and to myself that since I am saved, and 
I am saved eternally, I represent Christ and I had better do a good 
job of it so I do not bring shame on Him. 

The second thing is, it does matter what I do for my own sake. 
Turn to Romans 14:10: "Mt wfy d gpt tho u judge ify brother and why 

iku at naught Ifz brother ? Eon US. shall all stand before 

judgment seat <2l Christ " -- the bema of Christ. At the archae¬ 
ological dig in Corinth you go down through the valley. To the right 
there are a number of building blocks about six or eight feet high, 
about ten or twelve feet long that form a "bema" -- a judgment seat. 
That's where the judge sat and people were brought before him to be 
judged for whatever cause they might have been there. Paul uses that 
word to remind us as Christians that one of these days you and I are 
going to stand before the judgment seat of Christ. In II Corinthians 
5 he says, r wg must all aPP99C before the judgment seat gf Christ 
t_a a fyg an n s . cQunt inn ilm things d.ane in the body . whether they be 
nno4 [in quality] qjl had-" Look at I Corinthians 3:11: " For other 
f oundation ££& Jio man la* than that which is. laid which is Jesus 
C hrist - [That's our salvation.] Now if any man build upon this 
.f oundation , gold / ai lver , precious stones . wood , hay . stubble . every 
m^R S work s hal1 he made manifest. for the day shal 1 declare it 
because it shall he revealed by fire . And the fire shal1 test every 
manls W2ik of what sort it is. If anz man’s work abide which he hath 
builf man it he shall re ceive S reward . If say man's work shall be 
burned ha shall s uffer loss, but ha himself shal 1 be saved . yet as by 
fi re - 


Notice Paul is saying here that into your life and mine as we 
live we are putting in building blocks. They are gold, silver, 
precious stones; they are wood, hay and stubble. One of these days 
when the Lord catches us up to be with Him, the first order of 
business is to stand before that judgment seat of Christ. Revelation 
22 says, "hgh.pld/ I come guickly [that means "swiftly"] and Mv reward 
fs. with Me." So you can expect, believer, that the moment we are 
caught up to be with the Lord in the air, and before we enter into 
Heaven that is spotless, you and I will stand before that judgment 
seat of Christ. Every deed in our lives will be examined, except 
those sins of course which we have confessed and gotten rid of, but 
the effects may be there, and the Lord will judge us, not to determine 
our destiny -- that's already settled by that gift of eternal life -- 
but to determine our rewards. Then we take those rewards and lay them 
at His feet, because we've received them only by grace. That is a 
serious thought. I have forgotten who the well-known author is, but 
he said. One of the most serious thoughts that ever entered my mind 
was that I would stand before the judgment seat of Christ." And so. 
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we are saved eternally, but it matters a great deal what we do. We 
need to be sure we have something to lay at the Lord's feet. 

I am thinking today of that beautiful land 
I shall reach when the sun goeth down. 

When through wonderful grace by my Saviour I stand. 

Will there be any stars in my crown? 

or 

Must I go and empty-handed. 

Thus my dear Redeemer meet? 

Not one day of service give Him, 

Lay no trophy at His feet. 

I think that you and I, as believers in the Lord Jesus, will want to 
hear our Saviour say, "Well done, good and faithful servant." It does 
matter how we live for Him. 

There's another aspect to this. Turn to I John 5:16: "jj. anv 
h i§ b l TQth^f §ih a. sin which is. not unto death . he shal 1 ask 
[or request] aM hs. Shall give him life Isa them that sin not unto 
h eath • There is. sin [not a sin, but sin] unto death . do not sav 
ihai he shal 1 JELLaz concerning it.." "There is sin unto death." A 
believer may sin, represent the Lord so poorly, that the Lord says. 
That's enough. You come on home." Have you ever been in a church 
service where there was a cantankerous child who just would not 
behave? The mother tries to calm him down or hold him down and to 
shush him. Finally, she yanks him by the nape of the neck and takes 
him home to deal with him more properly. That's exactly what the Lord 
does to believers. You and I cannot tell when the Lord is going to do 
that, and we are not to judge, but the Scripture is clear that it does 
happen. 


In I Corinthians 11, where the Apostle Paul is dealing with the 
communion service of the Corinthians, you will remember that he says. 
Now, you're not acting like Christians in this place. You are 
gorging yourselves, you are not sharing, there's sin in your life, and 
for this cause [I Cor. 11:30] some of you are sickly and some sleep." 
Now, just because someone gets sick don't think it is because they 
have sinned -- you and I cannot judge. But God says through the 
Apostle Paul and some of you are sick because of the way you are 
living as Christians, and sone sleep" — that means they have died 
because of the way they were acting at the communion service. John 
15:2, "Every branch in Me that beareth not fruit He airo --taketh away 
upward. It is serious business how a fellow who believes in the 
security of the believer lives. "Sin unto death" --loss of rewards. 

I love that preparation in the communion service when the pastor 
stands before his people and says, "Beloved in the Lord, let us draw 
near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God, our Father, 
beseeching Him, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, to grant us 
forgiveness. I always rejoice in the communion service where the 
pastor leads us into communion with sins forgiven. 
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Q. In I John 5:16, doesn't that hold us responsible for our brother 
in a sense? 

A. Yes, it does. "If a man see his brother sin a sin unto death he 
shall ask [and there's the word "request"] and he shall give them 
life for them that sin not unto death," and the verses ahead of 
it- This has got to be handled very carefully because some 
brothers and some sisters will be really offended if you say to 
them, "Now this is not pleasing to the Lord." That shows a wrong 
attitude on the part of the brother or sister, but we are respon¬ 
sible. The second part of the verse, "There is sin unto death. 

I do not say that he shall request, or ask, or inquire concerning 
it." I think that John is saying there, "Keep your nose out of 
it," if death has entered in. But there is a responsibility for 
believers to minister to believers if they can do it in such a 
way as to lead them back into righteousness. 

C. When you say "sin unto death," when a baby is born and has no 

chance of life and dies right after birth, there is no sin there. 

A. That s right. The salvation of infants is a question to which a 
lot of people come up with different answers. I personally feel 
that the Scripture teaches that until a child is old enough to 
knowingly sin God does not hold him responsible. At the judgment 
seat of Christ the books are opened and the works are judged. An 
infant has no works for which to be judged. I remind you in the 
Old Testament in the case of David where he sinned with Bathsheba 
and a child was born, and God said, "I'm going to take that child 
home." David refused to eat, and his servants were afraid to 
even say anything to him. Then eventually the child died and the 
servants were whispering, and David saw that and asked, "Is the 
child dead?" They were afraid to answer but said, "Yes." As 
soon as he was told that he got up, washed himself and went in 
and ate. They said, "What kind of action is this?" And he said, 
'As long as the child lived I thought maybe God would spare him, 
but now that he's dead, I will go to be with him, where he is." 

I know where David went, so I know where the child is as well. 
Therefore, before a child reaches an age of accountability, and 
don't ask me when that is because I think it differs from child 
to child, some children mature earlier than others, but the Child 
Evangelism saying, "When a child is old enough to knowingly sin, 
he is old enough to savingly believe," I think is a correct 
statement. 

Q. Are you suggesting that every Christian who dies prematurely is 
guilty of sin? 

A. No, indeed. We have no way of knowing and that's why we cannot 
judge -- we just absolutely cannot judge. They used to say that 
when God took a child home He needed another angel. That "ain't" 
so because we don't become angels. We have no way of knowing 
when death comes to a Christian that it was death because of sin. 
Please be careful that you do not judge on that basis. 
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Q. Speaking of judgment, does that mean eternal judgment? That 

doesn't mean a difference of opinion, does it? "Judge not that 
ye be not judged." I've been wondering, if that means the final 
judgment, but we still give our opinions? 

A. Judge not that ye be not judged," that's in the Sermon on the 
Mount, and you’ll find that that means unfair, hypocritical 
judgment. There are other passages that indicate we are to give 
a discerning type of judgment -- of individuals and our own 
lives. That's separate from the eventual judgment to which you 
and I will go. 

C. I ve heard it said that the Christian is able to judge the fruit 
of the life but not the life. 

A. I think that, perhaps, is a good way to put it. 

Q. Re someone who died prematurely. 

A. We need to remember that "absent from the body, present with the 
Lord." The Apostle Paul said that is far better. The Apostle 
Paul in II Corinthians 12 was caught up into the third heaven, 
into Paradise. When he came back he said, "I can't tell you what 
was up there." But he did say in Philippians, which he wrote 
later, that to be with the Lord is far better. And I like that 
kind of testimony because it is the testimony of experience. 

Some folks say, "I have known people who claimed to be 
Christians, but later their lives were anything but 'Christian', 
so don't tell me a person that's once saved is always saved." Well, 
let me answer that briefly. You cannot judge another person one 
hundred percent. Amazingly enough, I cannot tell for sure whether you 
are a saved person -- and you cannot tell whether I am. There will be 
fruits in the life that we might judge, but we are not a hundred 
percent sure. I am sure I'm saved, you may be sure you're saved, but 
I cannot tell about you and you cannot tell about me. Occasionally 
Hebrews 6 is used along this line, and I want to look at a couple of 
those verses with you. 

Hebrews 6, beginning at verse 1: " Therefore . leaving the 
PCiRCiPl $9 ai ilia d 9.9 trine ai the Messiah . 1 et us go on to perfection . 
Qfii. laying again ills, foundation oj. repentance from dead works and of 
■ £aith tpward Sad> at ai ills dag trine a£ baptisms [plural], the laving 
an at bands > ills resarregtien ai ills dead, and ai eternal judgment ." 
Now, all of those things were taught in the Old Testament, and that 
doctrine of baptisms is not the one we practice today, but it was the 
one found in Numbers 8 and in other places where various articles were 
baptized. Paul is saying here, "Let us leave those things behind; 
we're not going to talk about those again." " For this we will do 
[verse 3] ii Sad permit • £nr it is impossible for those who were once 
enligbtened and have tasted si the heavenlv gift and were made 
P.5.rtakers of the Hoiy Spirit and have tasted the good word of God and 
ilia PQWetg ai ika aae ia seme , ii they shal 1 fall away , to renew them 
Ufito repentahge/ seeing they crucify for themselves the Son of 
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ag ain and EHi Aim is Sfl open shame . [Verse 9] 
SJL£ Bersuadefl better things g£ you and things that 

salvation, .though as. thus speak ." 


fiat beloved , wg 
accompany 


Some believe that verses 4, 5, and 6 speak about being saved and 
then lost again. If that is true, and a person holds to that, then he 
must believe^ that you cannot be saved again, because you’ll notice in 
verse 6, it s impossible to renew them again unto salvation.” So if 
you re saved and lost, you can't be saved again, if that's what those 
verses are teaching. Personally, I think the book of Hebrews is 
harder to understand than the book of Revelation. We must remember 
the time to which the book was pointing. It was written before 70 
A.D. for it speaks about the temple standing and sacrifices still 
eing offered. It is addressed to the Jewish people. Remember that 
this book was written sometime between 33 A.D. and 70 A.D., after the 
d f at „ °f the Saviour ' the resurrection, and the putting away of the 
Old Testament economy. No more was sacrifice in order, but faith in 
the Lord Jesus Christ was essential for salvation. And yet the Jewish 
people were continuing to offer those sacrifices. 


Put yourself in their place. Suppose you and I could go to 
Jerusalem and that a temple was there. You and I would not think of 
Muo 9 D an aniaia * and sacrificing it under the Old Testament economy. 
Why? Because that is completely out of order. There was a day when 
not to sacrifice was wrong. Today, to sacrifice is wrong. The 
Apostle Paul was writing to people who were continuing to do those 
things which Christ had put away at Calvary. Therefore, I think he’s 
talking about that sort of thing in this particular chapter. In any 
case, what he says in the first eight verses does not belong to 
salvation, for in verse 9 he says, "And we are persuaded better things 
ot you, and things that accompany salvation though we thus speak." 

So, those things earlier in the chapter do not accompany salvation. 

I have in my own experience a number of situations such as people 
point to. For example, in the same special meetings in which I 
accepted the Lord as Saviour, Whitey accepted the Lord as his Saviour. 
When it came testimony time he would never stand up and testify. Now, 
that could have been simply because he was embarrassed -- I r m not 

blaming him for that. But some time later Whitey was back in his old 

habits, drinking and so on, and that's the last I knew of him because 

I moved away from there. It would be easy to say that Whitey was 

saved and then lost again. But I just do not know for sure whether he 
ever was saved or whether the Lord took him home, or whether later he 
came back to the Lord, because that is what I John 1 does for us as 
believers -- it makes that provision. I John 1 is written to 
Christians, and "if we confess our sins. He is faithful and just to 
forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrigh-teousness." 
Perhaps Whitey renewed himself in the Lord by using that verse. 

’ a worse story than that perhaps. I knew a superintendent of 
a rescue mission who carried on a great work. He left his wife, who 
was a beautiful singer, and ran off with a married woman who came to 
the mission at that time. I don't know what ever happened to them. 

But someone could say concerning that superintendent, "Well, he was 
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saved and then lost"; but I don’t know. I'm not sure whether he was 
ever saved, or whether the Lord took him home prematurely, or whether 
he came back to the Lord later -- I just do not have any idea. 

I repeat, you and I cannot tell one hundred percent concerning 
others, and we ought not to establish doctrine by experience, but we 
ought to judge experience by the teaching of the Word of God. Do you 
remember Peter, denying the Lord three times? If you and I had been 
there, at that point we'd be saying, "Peter surely lost his salva¬ 
tion." But the Lord said, "Peter, when thou art converted, strengthen 
thy brethren." The word "conversion" is used in two senses in the New 
Testament. One is the turning of a sinner to the Lord for salvation; 
the other is the turning back to the Lord for forgiveness of sin 
according to I John 1:8,9. And he did come back -- fellowship was 
broken, he confessed his sin, and the Lord used him mightily, as you 
know, in His service and in writing the Word of God. 

There are at least 25 passages in the Scriptures which seem to 
teach that a believer is insecure. Let us look at one or two of them. 
Matthew 24, beginning at verse 6: " And ye shall hear of wars and 
mnoi.a Ql MSLS .• &SS that YS. he. uat troubled , lai. ail these things 
n ms . t come la pass , hut the end la nat IS. i- For nation shall rise 
against nati<?n and kingdom against kin gdom / and there shall he famines 
and EgatilonOQS and earthquakes in various places . Al1 these are the 
beginning si squlsms • .Then ahal 1 they deliver you an in he afflicted 
and shall kill ISS, and IS shall ha hated al al 1 nations for tly name’s 
sake- Then shall many he offended and shal 1 betray one another and 
shal1 h a te one another , and many false prophets shal1 arise and shall 
de.cg„i,v.e many- Md he pause iniqu ity shall abound the love ai many 
shal 1 grow oold • hut, he that endures ia the end . the same shal 1 he 
saved- And this gnspel ni the kingdom shall he preached in ell the 
world f o r a witness unto all nations . Then shall the end come , when 
ye therefore see the abomination slL desolations spoken ai hy Daniel 
the prophet s t and in the holy place , (whoso readeth let him 
understand) , then 1et them who are in Judea flee into the mountains ." 
The verse -- "But he th at shal1 endure unto the end , the same shal1 be 
saved ." 

I speak kindly now, but those who believe that salvation is not 
secure quote this verse -- you must endure to the end and then you'll 
be saved. You never know until the end that you've held on and that 
you are saved. 

I think the proper interpretation of that passage of Scripture is 
one which fits into the time of the coming of the Lord. You have in 
those verses great trouble and difficulties that will come upon 
people. The reason I know this is so is because in verse 15 that 
"abomination of desolations spoken of by Daniel the prophet" puts it 
into a future tense. That will be the time of "great tribulation 
[verse 21] such as was not since the beginning of the world.” This is 
not talking about holding on spiritually. It's talking about being 
able to continue physically, for when the Lord returns, there will be 
a judgment. Those who are physically alive as believers shall be 
saved to enter into the period of time that follows, and it has 
nothing to do with salvation from sin. It means that there will be 
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some who will be able to physically endure until the end of that 
tribulation period and they will be saved at the coming of the Lord. 

The word saved" is used in several different senses in 
Scripture. It s used, for example, to be saved from harm and danger. 
In Acts 27 Luke writes, "All hfiES Hal we should H saved was gone ." 
They were out there m the Mediterranean in the fierce storm and they 
sure they were going to make it to shore. All hope that they 

-- U "Thv e f S3 fK d h f£ yS1Ca i lY u Wa f, g ° ne ‘ Sometimes ifc meters to healing 
Th y faith hath saved thee," the Lord said to one individual who 

Till thl, ^ hen alS ° refers to salvation from sin. The context 
will show the meaning. I am confident that in this passage it refers 

to a physical salvation at the end of the Great Tribulation period. 

C. David was in great sin on occasion, yet through it all he 
belonged to the Lord. 

. TT S ° ra f pa ^ sag ®f to false teachers who mislead others. Turn 

to II Peter 2. That s the passage where the dog has returned to his 
own vomit again. It refers to what John wrote in I John, "They went 

Tllri r0m because they are not of us." So there are some who are 
teachers who are not saved and who in the end turn away. They were 
never saved to begin with -- read II Peter 2 carefully. I'm always 
amazed at our Lord s words in Matthew 7 where some will come to the 
Lord^and say. Lord, Lord, have we not done this and that in Thy 
name ; and the Lord says, "Depart from Me ye workers of iniquity, I 
never knew you. And there are teachers of the Scripture today, 
people in the pulpit who are not born again, but they try to carry the 
name of Christian It's that sort of false teacher (hat misleads 
others that II Peter is talking about. Some passages are warnings -- 
e rews 10.26, If we sin willfully, there remaineth no more sacrifice 
for sin." Again, we’re back to the Jewish nation. 

The Lord Jesus Christ is the believer's advocate and high priest. 

1 ^ 1S r° n !. 0f the m P re P recious things in connection with this 
truth. The Lord s priesthood began with His ascension. Paul, in 

Hebrews 8, says. If He were on earth He would not be a priest." You 
see, the priesthood was of the tribe of Levi and Christ was of the 
tribe of Judah. Therefore, the priesthood of our Lord did not begin 
until He ascended. But when He ascended. He began that intercession 

°f K U f K aS T=. b fu leVerS ~ 1 John 2:1 ' ” We have an advocate [or paraclete] 

with the Father, Jesus Christ, the righteous." Romans 8:34, "Who is he 

th a t condemneth, shall Christ that died, who is even at the right hand 
of God making intercession for us?" and the answer of course is "No." 
Hebrews 7:25 is very wonderful, "Wherefore, He is able also to save 
tnem completely, or forever, who come unto God by Him." I think that 
says He saves us forever. 

Lt ” in t n °!: be true ' but today Perhaps I might sin. I’m 
f^ e „ tbat fr °™ day to day 1 do - When I do, Satan would like to say to 
the Father, You see Bishop? He says he's a Christian, and look what 
he s done. And as the Father looks down to see me, suddenly over 
Bishop there comes a nail-pierced hand. And the Father sees, not 
Bishop in his sin, but the nail-pierced hand of the Saviour who died 
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to save me from my sins. The Father says, "It's enough." We have One 
in heaven who is our paraclete, our advocate, our high priest, and if 
I had nothing else but the priesthood of the Lord, I would be sure 
that I was saved and saved forever. 

For a long time after I was saved, I was not sure of my 
salvation, and I confess to you that it was a very agonizing period of 
time. Someone would ask me, "Are you saved?" And I would say, "Well, 
f'. 1 ' 1 ^ope so - ’ I felt I was hanging on, but I wasn't sure. Then 
this truth was made clear to me that it was not my holding on to God 
but God holding on to me. It was like a fellow who was hanging over a 
cliff and he couldn t let go for he knew there was a drop down there 
to destruction. Finally he had to let go and found that just six 
inches underneath his feet there was a ledge, and he rested on the 
ledge and was secure. It made all the difference in the world in my 
own personal experience; first, thinking I had to do something to be 
saved and learning I didn't -- only believe; and then thinking I had 
to hold on and learning that I didn’t have to --and rested on the 
promises of God. 

So, in summary, let's remember it is important how we live for 

His sake and for our sake; and let's work with both hands. 

C. Some denominations I know of do not use the word "security" but 

t ey use the word assurance" if they are not secure they 

cannot have assurance. 

A. Right. I think it's all right to do that, but, as you said, 
assurance comes only if you know you are secure. 

I had the privilege of studying under a fellow that I believe in 
his day was one of the best theologians in any seminary anywhere --Dr. 
Alva J. McClain, perhaps you've never heard of him. I remember a 
story he told once concerning his experience as a young man, not with 
relation to salvation, but as a young fellow he needed a job and jobs 
were not very plentiful. He applied to a telephone company and was 
taken to a place where they were working on telephone poles, and the 
man who was going to hire him asked, "Mr. McClain, have you had 
experience, can you climb the pole?" And Mr. McClain did not tell 
exactly the truth, he said, "Oh, yes." So the man hired him and gave 

him the tools to work with up there on the pole -- the clamps for his 

feet to spike his way up and the belt with all the tools hanging on. 

So Mr. McClain started to climb the pole, and of course the foreman 
comd teli almost immediately that Mr. McClain had no experience of 
this kind at all. But he watched him as he got up to the top where he 
was Going to have to work on the wires. There was Mr. McClain hanging 
on with one hand and trying to get two wires together with the other 
hand to fasten them. After some agonizing bit of time up there, the 
foreman called up to him and said, "Mr. McClain, fasten your safety 
belt around the pole and lean back and work with both hands." 

Somehow, that explains to me my own experience with regard to 
salvation. I was saved, but I would have to say, "I hope so," and I 
was in a limited way trying to do things for the Lord. But once I 
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learned this precious truth, it seemed that I could rest in the 
assurance of the Word and could give the Lord all I had to work with 
both hands. I could depend upon the fact that the Lord would never, 
never leave me nor forsake me -- a triple negative in the Scriptures - 
- I don’t know whether there is any other there or not -- it's the 
only one I know, but He gives to us eternal life -- we shall never 
perish, "neither shall anyone pluck us out of His hand." 

Prayer: Our Heavenly Father, we thank You for the assurance that You 

have given us and that we rest with the everlasting arms underneath. 
Oh, God! We pray that we shall not worry about our destiny as we 
trust in Thee, but help us to be concerned about our lives since we 
have trusted. To this end send us forth to represent You today, in 
our Saviour's precious name. Amen. 



